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New York Chinese Alliance Church English Congregation

‘% Meeting Age Group Time
® \\\ Praying Meeting All Sun 11:00am-11:45am
3 }% Worship 16 up Sun 12:00pm-1:30pm
3 4 Youth Worship 12-16 Sun 12:00pm-1:30pm
E [Tm\ Children Worship 3-11 Sun 10:00am-11:15am
h o Family Fellowship Adult 4th Sun 3:00pm-5:00pm
oy g :n]’( D.B.D. Fellowship Junior & High School  Sun 11:00am-11:45am
Wt‘,,; D.LG. Fellowship High School Fri 5:00pm-7:00pm
:[IDI LD D.O.C. Fellowship College Fri 7:00pm-10:00pm
: Agape Fellowship Career Fri 7:00pm-9:00pm
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When Bad Things
Happen to Good People

Growing up with the mentality of “You reap what you sow”, I
couldn’t help wondering why bad things do happen to good people?

In ancient times, there was a man who also cried out the same
question, “Why do good people suffer under God’s sovereignty?”
His name is Job from the Bible. Though he feared God all his life,
adversities hit him over and over again. The whole book of Job is a
debate about whether adversities come from God. This is one of the
most challenging topics in the Bible that hasn’t been resolved.

The famous Jewish rabbi named Harold S. Kushner has written
many books that talk about how to face challenges of life. Among
them, "When bad Things Happened to Good People" was the
best-selling book and was selected as one of the "Top Ten Most
Influential Books in Recent Years". The book Job helps the readers
understand in the midst of adversities, what
we can comprehend and what goes beyond our
understanding. In times of uncertainty, faith gives
us endurance, guiding us to trust God’s presence
and protection even when we feel lost.

Many of us believe everything happens for a
reason, and we are trying to find the cause of our
suffering so that we may alleviate our pain. Such
anxiety comes from uncertainty and randomness
in this world.

Job had the same reactions at times of disasters.
Although he was not perfect, he felt that he was
somewhat a good man and should not be tortured
like that. He had never neglected the needs of the
poor, widows, and orphans. So he boldly defended
himself to God as being innocent.

Harold $. Kushner Since Job didn’t deserve his adversities, he
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couldn’t help doubting God’s goodness. How
could this loving God let the righteous suffer? Why would God
allow the wicked prosper but the good suffer? Don’t we reap what
we sow? How can a fair God do such an unfair thing?

Seeking the ultimate answer for all his questions, Job didn’t
get a direct reply from God. Yet he received a pictorial description
of God’s sovereignty. In fact, Job had never questioned God’s
authority. He only doubted God’s promises of justice and mercy.

God’s answer was beyond our understanding! He explained to
Job that you are not the center of the universe and not everything
pertains to you. Farmers’ crops grow only when God lets the rain
falls on the fields. God is in charge of the whole universe while Job
was only a small subset of the entire universe!

This world is not perfect at all. Yet instead of asking why, maybe
we can focus on what we can do for this world.

Job had a true encounter with God at the end of his traumatic
experiences gave him hope to keep on living. He has met with
God in the good days, but more importantly in the bad days. The
appearance of God reassured Job that God has never abandoned us
and will definitely extend His helping hands to us in times of need.

God is ready to embrace us and heal our wounds so that we can

move on with boldness!
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718-491-4418
718-234-9789
718-972-2517
917-302-1292
781-321-0797
718-686-7344
718-213-9886
917-301-2205
718-972-5565
718-439-1318
718-745-7330
718-567-0165
845-202-5027
718-436-0716
646-384-4777
718-439-0872
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718-833-5113
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718-494-3697
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